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Policy Statement
Children learn about the natural world, its animals and other living creatures, as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. This may include contact with animals, or other living creatures, either in the setting or in visits.
We aim to ensure that this is in accordance with sensible hygiene and safety controls.
 Procedures
Animals in the setting
· We take account of the views of the parents and children when selecting an animal or creature to keep as a pet in the setting.
· Staff will be aware of any allergies or issues individual children may have with any animals/creatures.
· We carry out a risk assessment with a knowledgeable person accounting for any hygiene or safety risks posed by the animal or creature.
· We provide suitable housing for the animal or creature and ensure this is cleaned out regularly and is kept safe.
· We ensure the correct food is offered at the right times
· We make arrangements for weekends and holiday care for the animal or creature. We register with the local vet and take out the appropriate pet care insurance.
· We make sure all vaccinations and other regular health measures, such as de-worming are up to date and recorded.
· Children are taught correct handling and care of the animal or creature and are supervised
· Children wash their hands after handling the animal or creature and do not have contact with animal soil or soiled bedding.
· Staff wear disposable gloves when cleaning housing or handling soiled bedding
· If animals or creatures are brought in by visitors to show the children they are the responsibility of the owner.
· The owner carries out the risk assessment, detailing how the animal or creature is to be handled and how any safety or hygiene issues will be addressed
· Any dog brought on site or to the gate by parents/carers during arrival and departure times must be on a lead and under control. The Manager reserves the right to request that a dog is not brought on site or to the gate , if the animal is out of control, or likely to pose a risk.
Dangerous Dogs
· Banned dog breeds (meaning dogs to which section 1 of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991
· applies including the XL Bully type), must not be kept or present on the premises. This includes dogs with an exemption certificate.  https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/banned-dogs
· If the setting has reason to believe children under 12 years are left in close contact with a banned dog in a private place without adult supervision, this will be treated as a safeguarding concern and acted in line with our policy and procedures. All parents/carers are notified that banned dog breeds are not to be brought on to the premises.
· Further advice may be sought and reports about dangerous dogs can be made to the local council dog warden or the police
Visits to farms
· Before a visit to a farm a risk assessment is carried out – this may take account of safety factors listed in the farms own risk assessment which should be viewed
· The outings procedure is followed.
· Children wash their hands after contact with the animals
Outdoor footwear worn to visit farms are cleaned of mud and debris and should not be worn indoors. Further guidance
Good Practice in Early Years Infection Control (Pre-school Learning Alliance 2009)
https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/banned-dogs
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